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Dear Perry Center Friend,
I pray you are staying safe and healthy this fall season. Though there is chaos, uncertainty, and unrest in the world that we
live in, OUR GOD fills us with comfort, hope, and certainty with His promises. Knowing and living in these promises, we have
an amazing opportunity to share these truths with the people we encounter every day. In times of unrest and uncertainty, I
encourage you to go back to some of God’s promises in Zephania 3:17, Matthew 6:26, Philippians 1:6, and Proverbs 3:5-6.
God has provided some incredible opportunities for The Perry Center during these strange times. We have been serving more
women facing an unexpected pregnancy during this season than we have in quite some time. We have also been blessing
families in the community that are struggling with financial uncertainties by providing diapers, wipes, and food that God has
abundantly blessed The Perry Center with. Through all these situations, we have been able to share the promises above and have
seen hearts and families transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
These life changing opportunities are not possible without God and YOU! That is why on September 21st, we invite you to
partner with The Perry Center and join us at 7 p.m. for our annual Fall Fundraising Event at The Hilton Garden Inn in Fargo,
ND. Last year, over 400 people came together for one evening to celebrate the work that God has been doing and abundantly
blessing our ministry with over $50,000.
This year, our special guests are Al and Lisa Robertson. Alan Robertson is the oldest son of Duck Commander, Phil Robertson,
and his wife, Miss Kay, and Lisa calls herself the “original Robertson daughter-in-law”. They appeared on the family’s hit television
show, Duck Dynasty on A&E, with the rest of the family where Al was known as the beardless brother. They pastored for 22+
years at the White’s Ferry Road Church in West Monroe, LA before returning to the family business, Duck Commander, to
appear on the TV show and speak around the country. Together they have written and cowritten several books about the
Robertson family; The Duck Commander Couples Devotional; as well as their own story, A New Season, which tells their
journey from high school sweet hearts to a near divorce to almost twenty years of giving marriages hope, healing, and healthy
instruction. In addition to Al and Lisa’s Story, we will be celebrating all the work God has been doing at The Perry Center with
resident testimonies, program updates, delicious dessert, and worship.
Please prayerfully consider how you can impact a generation and help The Perry Center reach it’s $60,000 goal
for this newsletter and our 2020 Fall Event. If you would like to attend this FREE event, be a table host, or house
party host, or join us online, please give us a call at 701.241.9289. Thank you for being woven into The Perry Center
and for continuing our mission and vision.
In HIS Service,
Nathaniel Douglas, Executive Director

Name:

Preferred Giving Method

Address:
City:

State:

Monthly Gift: $

Zip:

One Time Gift:$

Phone Number:
Email:

Cash

Fall Fundraiser Sign Up

I want to attend! Please sign me up!

Card Number:
Exp:
/

Check

Credit Card

CVV:

Signature:

I am not attending Fall Fundraiser, but would like to attend virtually.
Please send me the link!
I would like to be a House Party Host!
I would like to be a Table Host

*Please make all checks payable to The Perry Center. Your
donation is tax deductible. Thank you for your support!

A loving home for the expectant mother who is seeking to
transform her life and herself in to who she is called to be,
in the midst and uncertainty of an unexpected pregnancy.
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Thankfulness

By Rachel Antoine, Program Manager, Perry Center
One of my favorite moments at The Perry Center was our
first “Thankfulness Meeting.” We have started a new tradition
of residents and staff coming together to tell why they are
thankful to be at The Perry Center. To be honest, I was a little
nervous at first to hear what each person had to say about how
they were thankful for The Perry Center. I was soon proved
wrong to be concerned and our “Thankfulness Meetings” have
become something I deeply look forward to doing.
At our first meeting, we asked the question to the residents,
“Where would you be if you were not at The Perry Center?”
Though I knew each woman’s story, I was still surprised at their
raw answers. One resident shared that she would most likely be
on the streets of a city, using drugs. Another answered that she
would be in a facility that did not bring her to church or talk to
her about Jesus. A third shared that she would still be in prison
and not be allowed to parent her child.
The second question we asked was, “What are you thankful for
at The Perry Center?
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Train Up

By Gabriela Wetter, Tender Hearts Program Manager
Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it. -Proverbs 22:6
“Train” means to exercise; to discipline; to teach and form by
practice.
We train for every area of life; for work and school. But we
are going to look at two types of training; the training of an
athlete and the training of children. Both are very similar to one
another. They both require guidance, endurance, and practice.
Athletes train with one goal in mind; to win the gold medal.
All the work and training may be hard but it is always worth
it. They do not train alone however, each athlete has a coach.
Someone who is invested in them, who is willing to work
toward the same goal. He creates the game plan so that when
competition day comes, the athlete is prepared and has the
muscle memory to succeed. Another individual on the athlete’s
team is the assistant coach. The assistant coach works with the
coach, adopting his game plan to help the athlete train. They
usually specializes in a specific area of training such as lifting
weights, increasing speed, or endurance, and they give of their
knowledge and experience until the goal is accomplished. Both
the coach and the assistant collaborate, discuss goals, and
peak performance. All so that the athlete would be ready to
compete, fulfill his training, and win the gold.

Now Hiring an “Assistant Coach”!
If you would like to be part of this tight-knit staff community
of like-minded Christ-followers who serve our precious
littles and each other day in and day out, please download
and fill out our application at www.tenderheartswf.org/
employment-opportunities and send to Gabie Wetter at
gabriela@perrycenter.org or contact by phone for more
information at 701.373.7840. This position is part-time
with hours ranging from 30-35 per week.
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When children first train, they do not yet have a goal in mind,
if they did, it would likely be candy. They require a bit more
instruction than an athlete because they must first be shown
what the goal of life is; to know and love Jesus. The caoches
who will show them this goal are their parents. Parents are
invested in their family to create their game plan. They start
training the child little by little and they reveal to them what
is good and right to do. They show them that they are sinners
in need of a Savior and how to follow Jesus’ commands. If
parents train their children up in the way they should go, when
they are old, they will not depart from it. It will be like muscle
memory. Parents partner with their own assistant coaches teachers. Teachers specialize in specific areas of academics
such as history or math. But the earliest teachers specialize
in scrapped knees and social skills. At Tender Hearts, our
early learning teachers partner with parents to teach about
who Jesus is and how much He loves them. Whether we
are reading a book about creation to a toddler, helping a
preschooler understand why we need to speak the truth in
love, or just singing “Jesus Loves Me” to a tired baby, we are
always helping to point the children to Jesus. We consider it a
joy and a privilege to assist parents in sowing the first seed of
faith in their child’s life.
We know that when children graduate from Tender Hearts
Early Learning Program and go on to school and life, they will
keep training with thier coaches and partnering with other
assistant coaches until they have won their gold medal and
fulfilled the goal, to be like Jesus!

Now Enrolling “Little Athletes”!
Tender Hearts is a licensed early childhood program serving
18 children in three developmentally appropriate classrooms.
Tender Hearts believes that children learn best by digging in,
and the proof of their learning will be on their hands, arms,
feet, clothing, in their hearts and in their minds. Here, play is
recognized as the foundation for all learning. If you are looking
for something different, please connect with us! We’d love to
show you around! Contact Gabie Wetter at 701.373.7840 or
by email at gabriela@perrycenter.org for age specific openings.
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Featuring Resident Testimonies and Guest Speakers
Al and Lisa Robertson from the Duck Dynasty Clan

Fall Fundraising Event
09.21.2020
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Hilton Garden Inn Fargo, ND

Reserve Your Spot Today!
www.perrycenter.org/fall-event

Alan Robertson is the oldest son of the Duck Commander, Phil Robertson and his wife, Miss Kay and Lisa calls herself “the original daughter-in-law”. Alan and
Lisa have been married for 35 years. Together they share their story of what God has done in their lives through brokenness, renewal, hope and forgiveness.

Thankfulness continued from page 1...
A resident responded with how thankful she is that she has a roof
over her head for her and her baby and for having food each day.
Another said that she loves that she was able to prepare for her
baby and receive everything she needed for her baby because that
was what she was so concerned about before coming here. Still
another shared that we bring her to church, talk to her about God,
and pray for her and her baby every day.
In addition to these answers, at our latest “Thankfulness Meeting”,
one resident, in tears, shared about how she feels about her time at
The Perry Center. She said that The Perry Center has become like
family to her. She feels so loved and knows we love her baby, too.
She knows no matter what happens, she can count on us to help
her with whatever she is going through and that we will always be
here for her. She explained that she has not felt support like this in
a long time. The resident also said she plans to stay here in Fargo,
long-term, because her and her baby would not find support like
this anywhere else.
I loved that their answers all aligned with our mission at The Perry
Center. They are the most thankful for providing for their needs,
helping them to know God and His goodness better, and providing
a loving environment for these women to prepare for their babies.
As staff, we are incredibly thankful to you, our donors, who provide
us with the ability to serve these women and their children.
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A Life Renewed
By Tracy Ortman, House Parent

When Sarah* came to live at The Perry Center I could tell right
away that something was different about her. She had an openness
and willingness to share and learn, as well as a heart for change.
Coming from a life of prison, drugs, and homelessness, she was
hoping to create a better future for her and her baby. The Perry
Center became a place of refuge where she was surrounded with
support, love, and people who believed in her and her future.
When Sarah first came, her knowledge
of God was minimal, but she was eager
each week to read the Bible together and
learn about God. Walls began to break
down as she separated herself from her
old way of life and stepped into a new life
of following Jesus. Her old self, as she
would say, leaned toward anger and losing
her patience when things didn’t go right.
Today, Sarah is filled with kindness, patience, and joy. She is truly
one of the most optimistic people I have ever had the opportunity
of meeting. Through all of the trials she has endured, God has
drawn her into a relationship with Him and has filled her with
hope. She no longer feels tied down by her past, but

is eager for what is to come.
One day as we were driving to an appointment she said, “I can’t
belive how much of my life I’ve wasted chasing after useless things.
I want to change that and live a life that has purpose and meaning.”
My heart was filled with happiness hearing those words and seeing
first hand how God has called her into a new life with Him. He is
continually changing her heart, changing
her passions and creating a new story for
her and her baby. Sarah’s friends have said
they barely recognize her with all of the
positive changes they have seen.

“I cannot believe how
much of my life I have
wasted chasing after
useless things.”

Her story is evidence that God does not
look at us and see brokenness, regret,
anger, or baggage. He looks at us and sees
His child, fully loved and fully known. I’m
thankful that God never stops pursuing the women here at The
Perry Center, and that He has a perfect plan for each of their lives.
I have confidence that when the day comes for Sarah to move on
from The Perry Center, she willl lead a life of purpose and meaning,
because God is within her and He will not fail her.
*Name changed for confidentiality.

F O L L O W U S!

