
Merry Christmas Perry Center Friend!

 It is my joy and privilege to announce that the above greeting is officially the first time I have said the words, “Merry Christmas” out loud 
this year.  Secretly, I have been blasting Christmas carols in my office, watching classic Christmas movies with my family, and asking if 
the local barista can make me a Christmas blend coffee for several months leading up to this season.  The prophet, Isaiah, approached 
the birth of our Savior, Jesus, in a similar manner.  No, I am not talking about coffee and movies, but in Isaiah 7:14, God used the prophet 
to foretell the birth of Jesus, and from that moment on the world waited 700 years in anticipation for the prophecy to be fulfilled. 

2020 has been a tremendous year for The Perry Center!  In a time where drought and scarcity has been prevalent, God prepared us 
for a harvest.  When the world had predestined this year to be a failure, forcing many to adopt that mantra, God burst the storehouse 
doors wide open.  A former board member often reminded me when I was speechless, that if you can explain it, then you can claim it.  
Nothing about this harvest can be claimed by any of us at The Perry Center and could only come from our God!   

The Perry Center has served and continues to serve more women experiencing an unexpected pregnancy than we have in such a 
long time and have celebrated their decision to choose life, preparing them for motherhood, and most importantly, exposing them to 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Tender Hearts Early Learning Program continues to thrive and serve children from The Perry Center as 
well as our community, not only caring for children, but creating life-changing opportunities for the women we serve.  Diapers by the 
thousands have been given away to families that have experienced economic hardships.  The Perry Center has been a blessing to many, 
and this work and ministry could not happen without your financial blessings, volunteer hours, and prayers. 

As the need for The Perry Center and Tender Hearts Early Learning Program continues to grow at an unprecedented rate, our 
financial needs continue to rise.  Friends, this Christmas season, we ask for your assistance in raising $53,949, which is about 11% of 
our operational budget.  This amount allows us to complete the year fully funded and gives our ministry another clean slate for 2021.  
$53,949 goes a long way at The Perry Center and continues to educate, equip, and empower women to be the moms they are called to 
be.  That amount allows our buildings to be maintained, staff to be equipped and trained, healthy meals for our residents, rides to doctor 
appointments and counseling, and a room to call their own. 

As you prayerfully consider your year-end and Christmas giving, please consider impacting a generation by investing in the lives of the 
women and children we serve.  Merry Christmas to you and I pray that you  experience a blessed and healthy New Year! 

Name:
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City: State: Zip:

Email:

One Time Gift:

Monthly Gift:

Preferred Giving Method

Cash Check Credit Card

Card Number:
Exp: CVV:/
Signature:

$
$

*Please make all checks payable to The Perry Center. Your 
donation is tax deductible. Thank you for your support!

2355 Meadow Ridge Parkway         West Fargo, ND 58078 701.241.9289 www.perrycenter.org

In HIS Service,

Nathaniel Douglas, Executive Director

Phone Number:

Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.

Please contact me about a long term giving plan.

I am a Thrivent member!



By Rachel Antoine, Program Manager, Perry Center

I will be “proclaiming aloud your praise
    and telling of all your wonderful deeds.” Psalm 26:7

As we prepare to celebrate how Jesus showed up on 
Earth, let me tell you how Jesus has showed up at The 
Perry Center. The women who come to The Perry 
Center may have gone through physical abuse, prison 
or jail, prostitution, use of drugs and alcohol, and more.  
These situations have led these precious women to learn 
coping skills which are usually contradictory to healthy 
relationships.  However, even in the middle of having 
multiple pregnant women from these varying experiences 
together, I have seen Jesus show up and bring healing, 
cohesion, and strength.

I have watched the residents muster all the self-control 
they can, to practice responding to each other and staff 
with loving reactions and be willing to learn new, healthy 
ways to form relationships.  The residents we have who 
have struggled with drug and alcohol abuse have a battle 
beyond saying no to the substances—they have a battle 
to fight through all the new emotions that come with 
sobriety.  In the middle of this battle, it has been beautiful 
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always right on time.
 
Covid seems to be the big storm this year, but we also have 
little storms daily that are equally important. These little 
storms happen when a child is waiting for a turn on the swing 
or arguing with a friend over a toy. These may seem like little 
problems to us; but to the kids, this toy or situation is the only 
thing that matters to them and they need help! Our teachers 
at Tender Hearts have been working hard to help calm these 
storms. We are actively teaching kids how to interact with 
one another and how to be patient. When the storms are a bit 
bigger than a swing or toy and we don’t exactly know how to 
handle it, we seek our Heavenly Father. He faithfully shows us 
what to do in his word! I have learned that God’s word has all 
the answers for life and godliness, even in little children!
 
As we remember God’s faithfulness in the big and little 
storms, I am reminded of how faithful God has been to join 
Tender Hearts and The Perry Center in a meaningful way this 
year. We have been able to offer employment and volunteer 
opportunities as well as childcare for past and present residents 
and their children. Many of these women come from storms 
of their own and they need a rescuing calm; God has used The 
Perry Center to provide this calm. Tender Hearts plays a small 
role in the ministry by offering stability and comfort in their 
lives as they plan their futures. We are so thankful and amazed 
as we watch the Lord continually grow the two parts of our 
ministry closer together. 
 
We have been so grateful to share God’s faithfulness with 
our kids and families! As I was asking my daily covid screening 
questions last week, I was encouraged to add one extra 
question: “Is your faith, hope, and trust in Jesus today?” When 
I asked this question, the face of every parent lit up and they 
smiled and said “Yes, it is.” I felt so encouraged that for one 
moment, we were able to get our eyes off the storms of this 
world and look to Jesus as He asks us, “Where is your faith?”
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Jesus Calms Our Storms
By Gabriela Wetter, Tender Hearts Program Manager

Luke 8:24-25
“And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, 
Master, we are perishing. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind 
and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a 
calm. And he said unto them, “Where is your faith?” And they 
being afraid wondered, saying one to another, “What manner 
of man is this! for he commandeth even the winds and water, 
and they obey him.”
 
After Jesus calmed the raging storm, He simply asked His 
disciples, “Where is your faith?” This simple statement has 
been just as profound to me as it was to the disciples so long 
ago. Especially this past year, the Lord has used this in my life as 
we have had raging storm after raging storm in our community 
and as each day brings its own little storm as I manage at Tender 
Hearts.
 
When covid started in February and quickly escalated in March 
and April, the childcare world was thrown for a loop. Our state 
and county went into quick action and helped us navigate 
the changes needed to keep everyone in our facility healthy. 
As man’s wisdom has scrambled to provide answers, I have 
learned that Jesus has always known. He knows what has and 
will happen with covid and with our little daycare. He has kept 
us safe and healthy, so much so, that we did not have a single 
sniffling nose for 3 months! Although Covid has presented 
many challenges, the Lord has used it to better our staff and 
daycare! One instance is that we were scheduled to have our 
Bright & Early North Dakota final observations in April. Where 
our teachers would be tested in their developmental knowledge 
of kids and communication and teaching skills. And because of 
Covid, our observations were postponed for 5 months. During 
these five months of waiting, not only were we able to improve 
our classroom layouts, purchase needed materials, and prepare 
our staff more, but our enrollments changed so much that 
when we were observed this fall, we had the most ideal age 
groups for our materials and classrooms! I have learned that 
God has His perfect timing, He is often late, rarely early, but 



to watch these women do all they can to control themselves and 
work to create new healthy habits.
I have heard residents give sweet advice to each other.  One 
resident encouraged another to put herself and her baby’s health 
first and to make good choices.  At other times, when one is having 
a tough day, another will spur her on to keep going and look to her 
and her baby’s future.
Another way Jesus has showed up was after the residents attended 
a church service recently.  One resident, who has not been going to 
church since she was younger, said she really enjoyed the service.  
She said she felt like God was wanting her to invite a friend to 
church.  She called and invited the friend that same day.
Still another area which has been encouraging to watch, includes 
how the residents have come together to celebrate each other’s 
gender reveal parties.  They get excited, prepare by making desserts, 
and encourage one another with emotional support and friendship.  
It has been truly inspiring to see them surround each other as they 
celebrate the expectant life they each carry.
We love seeing how Jesus shows up at The Perry Center each day.  
As you celebrate how Jesus showed up on Earth this season, I hope 
you are encouraged as you think about all the ways you have seen 
Jesus work in you and those around you as well.  May you be blessed 
and full of the life He brings every day.
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Jesus Shows Up continued from page 1...

Save These Dates

Perry Center 
Night of Prayer

January 12 from 6:30-8 p.m.



F O L L O W   U S!

A Savior for all
By Tracy Ortman, House Parent

“God continually breaks 
down walls, softens 
hearts and moves in 

ways that only He can.”

The night that Jesus was born, there was no room for them in the 
inn. There was no place for the Savior of the world to rest but on 
a bed of hay. The King of Kings came into the world in the
humblest of forms, yet perfectly designed before the beginning 
of time. God knew each detail. He orchestrated each step and 
He never abandoned Mary or Joseph as they searched for a
place to give birth. When doubt began to 
creep in, God whispered His assurance. 
When they saw road blocks, God saw 
opportunities to draw them closer to 
Him and reveal His glory.

God is still orchestrating the steps of His 
people. He is still pursuing and making a 
way when there seems to be none. We 
see this continually at The Perry Center 
as He brings each woman to our facility at the perfect time. Our 
doors are open for them to experience selfless love, true
contentment, endless hope, renewed purpose and a transformed 
future for them and their child. I love watching the shift in each 
woman from the first time she walks into our doors until the last. 

God continually breaks down walls, soften hearts and moves in 
ways that only He can.

Currently, we have women asking thoughtful questions about 
God, wondering who He is and what He has done for them. They 
are searching for Him, searching for hope. With your prayers,

we know that God will open the door to 
them finding the answers. God will draw 
the women in and continue to pursue 
them.

God’s faithfulness was revealed on the 
day of Christ’s birth when the angels 
declared, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-
11). He humbled himself coming as a baby to show that He came 
for all people. He came for the broken, the lost, the searching, 
and the sinful. This is the message that we want to share with the 
women this Christmas, so they will realize that Jesus came for 
them as well.
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